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NABO Officers

President - Jean Flesher

Vice President - Philippe Acheritogaray
Treasurer - Mayi Petracek

Secretary - Teresa Cox

NABO Administrators

Euskara Coordinator - Edurne Arostegui
Facilitator - Kate Camino

Webmaster - Lisa Corcostegui - excused

Program Directors & Committee Chairpersons
Ateak Ireki - Monique Flesher

Bertsolaritza - Todor Azurtza /Martin Goicoechea
Finance Committee - Mayi Petracek

WWII Veterans Memorial Committee - Mayi Petracek
Calendars - Mary Lou Urrutia

Education - John Ysursa (absent)

Euskara - Ziortza Gandaria and Edurne Arostegui
Mus - Pierre Etcharren

Pilota - Tony Huarte

Txerriki Contest Organizer - Valerie Arrechea
Udaleku - Valerie Arrechea and Kate Camino

Music - Mikaela Goicoechea

Euskal Kantari - Becky Sarratea and Noel Goyenetche (absent)

Board of Directors (delegates) Representing 40 NABO Member Organizations

British Columbia:

Zazpiak Bat: Vancouver Julia Christy Absent
Quebec

Euskaldunak: Quebec Absent

California

Bakersfield

Kern County Basque Club Louis lturriria Maria Torreta
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Chino
Chino Basque Club

Fresno
Fresno Basque Club
Los Banos

Los Banos Basque Club

Ontario
Southern California Basque Club

Rocklin
Iparreko Ibarra/Northern Valley
Basque Club

San Francisco
Anaitasuna Basque Club

San Francisco Basque Club
Basque Educational Organization

San Francisco Basque
Cultural Center

Susanville
Susanville Eskualdun Inc.

Ventura County
Ventura County Basque Club

Colorado
Denver Euskal Etxea

Marianna Etcheverria

Jean Pierre Etchechury

Chris Bengoechea

Gina Aguerre (proxy)

Allyn Terpstra

Gina Aguerre
Joana Arrechea

Anne Marie Etcheverria

Valerie Arrechea

Jeanette Goni

Valerie Arrechea (proxy)

Mayi Petracek

Kathie Goyeneche

Dominique Etchechury
(proxy)

Chris Bengoechea (proxy)

Gina Aguerre (proxy)

Allyn Terpstra (proxy)

Gina Aguerre (proxy)
Jean Pierre Elissetche

Aline Elicagaray

Valerie Arrechea (proxy)

Jeanette Goni (proxy)

Valerie Arrechea (proxy)

Christine (Jaureguy) Citte
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Saint Pierre et Miquelon

Euskal Etxea SPM Absent Absent

Idaho

Boise

Basque Museum &

Cultural Center Annie Gavica Miren Maguregui

Basque Studies at Boise

State University Ziortza Gandarias Beldarrain Ziortza Gandarias Beldarrain
(proxy)
Cenarrusa Foundation Gloria Totoricaguena Gloria Totoricaguena (proxy)

Euzkaldunak: Boise Basque

Center Mark Bieter Alex Wray

Oinkari Basque Dancers Jaclyn Lasuen Josie Wray

Gooding

Gooding Basque Association Asun Bedialauneta (proxy) Peggy Guerecaechevarria
(proxy)

Homedale

Txoko Ona Basque Club John Lejardi Gloria Lejardi

Mountain Home

Euskal Lagunak Jaclyn Lasuen Jaclyn Lasuen (proxy)
Nevada

Battle Mountain

Battle Mountain Oberenak Susan Gavica (proxy) Susan Gavica (proxy)
Elko

Elko Euzkaldunak Club Bob Echeverria Tabitha Arbillaga
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Gardnerville
Mendiko Euskaldun Cluba

Las Vegas
Lagun Onak

Paradise Valley
Santa Rosa Basque Club

Reno
Center for Basque Studies

Zazpiak Bat Reno Basque
Club

Winnemucca
Euskaldunak Danak Bat

New York
Euzko Etxea

Oregon
Ontario, Oregon Basque Club

Rhode Island
Portsmouth
New England Basque Club

Utah
Basque Club of Utah

District of Columbia
Washington D.C. Euskal
Etxea

Washington
Seattle Euskal Etxea

Becky Sarratea-Murphy

Amaya Beristain

Susan Gavica

Kate Camino

Erinn Zubillaga

Maureen MacDonald

Myriam Mugica

Frank Yraguen

Mayie Petracek (proxy)

Sonia Castanon

Sam Zentitabengoa

Edurne Arostegui

Teresa Cox

Amaya Beristain (proxy)

Annie Gavica

Kate Camino (proxy)

Mike Gortari

Mike Errea

Aitziber Buque’ Martinez

Frank Yraguen (proxy)

Mayi Petracek (proxy)

Cristina Sangroniz

Sam Zentitabengoa (proxy)

Patty Aramburu
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Wyoming
Alkartasuna Basque Club Martin Goicoechea Mikaela Goicoechea
Big Horn Basque Club Mick Camino Mick Camino (proxy)

Clubs not attending - Euskaldunak Quebec, Euskal Etxea St. Pierre-Miquelon, and Cenarrusa
Foundation

Basque Government Representatives in Attendance - via Zoom; Gorka Alvarez, Director of
the Basque Community Abroad, Unai Telleria, and Benan Oregi

Guests - Cirbie Sangroniz, Basque Club of Utah
Quorum - 37 of 40 clubs represented. Simple majority is 37 and 2/3s is 48

Jean called meeting to order at 8:09am (MST)

Cirbie Sangroniz welcomed delegates and made announcements regarding lunch and dinner

and thanked everyone for coming. Jean thanked SLC Basque Club for hosting.

Jean has a couple of announcements:

1. LA Oberena has dissolved and are withdrawing their membership from NABO. We wish
them all the best.

2. We want to stand with our clubs, members in LA during the fires; took a moment of
silence.

3. Gloria Totoricaguena’s nephew being careflighted to Seattle and sending prayers.

Jean announced Teresa Cox as the new secretary.

5. Jean thanked Kate for her many years of service as secretary and presented her a
plague in honor of her work from NABO and gifts from himself, the officers and their
families.

6. Jean thanked everyone for coming and attending, both in person and via zoom.

e

Roll Call

Jean asked everyone to leave their cameras on to confirm attendance and readiness to vote.
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Jean noted that some may have two agendas in their packets and that we would use the more
descriptive agenda for this meeting.

Jean called for a motion to accept the Grand Junction meeting minutes. Bob Echeverria moved
to accept the minutes, seconded by Patty Aramburu; motion passed.

Treasurer/Finance Report - refer to report in packet.

Mayi presented the treasurer’s report. Mayi created two new reports. One will break out the
balance sheet and profit loss statement for the 501¢c3 and 501¢c4 and the other will show the
budget versus expenditures for 2025. We got a letter from a law firm representing the Agencie
France Presse requesting $1875 to settle a potential copyright issue from 2011 when we used a
picture in Astero and our attorney in Nevada has written a letter addressing this issue.

Mayi wants to thank all clubs who have already sent dues, but noted that many of the dues were
wrong and asked delegates to relay the correct dues structure to their clubs and if their club
elects a new treasurer to share their contact information with her. Dues are due by the NABO
Mus Tournament on Father’s Day weekend.

Finance Committee - Refer to report in packet. Mayi reports that they continue to meet
quarterly with their financial advisors and last met in January. We continue to earn a nice profit
(3.23%) return this year and our goal is to get 5-7% annualized. With some of the new market
changes, the advisory group felt that we have been too conservative for too long, so we’ll be a
bit more aggressive while still keeping the funds safe.

Jean asked for questions. Valerie asked Mayi to speak to why the investment account was
created and what the goals are and what the funds are to be used for for our newer delegates.
Mayi explained that over the last several years our grant funds from the Basque Government
have been going down, but the salaries were not going down and shouldn’t be. We pay three
salaries (NABO Webmaster, Facilitator, and Euskara Coordinator) and those come out of NABO
funds. We noticed that we were experiencing a shortfall income to expenses with money laying
around. For a long time the bank rates were paying high interest rates, it was good to put the
money in CDs, but as they were expiring the CDs were only earning .1% so we decided to take
excess operating cash from Euskara, Mus, the general account and Udaleku and put that into
an investment fund and we don’t touch those monies for operations. They are to help grow what
is available for future programs. We want to get to the point that we can fund more programs
and some of the salaries from the interest and growth from that investment. Marianna asked if
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we are starting a budgeting process for each program that they will adhere to in 2025 and Mayi
said that each program has submitted a budget that was approved and we will send a quarterly
report on that.

Jean asked for further questions. There were none and he asked for a motion to accept the
treasurer/finance committee reports. Bob Echeverria moved to accept and Jean Pierre
Elissetche seconded the motion; the motion passed. Bob thanked Mayi for all her hard work.

Mayi moved to donate $1000 to Red Cross fire relief efforts and Annie Gavica seconded the
motion. After some discussion, Jean called for votes and the motion passed unanimously.

Basque Government - Unai Telleria wanted to express their support for those affected by the
wildfires in Los Angeles and to thank Kate Camino for all her hard work all these years and
handed it over to Benan. Benan does not have a report today but wanted to say some words
about some programs that they will hold as soon as possible. He discussed the Basque
government's role in Jaialdi. There will be about 100 people taking part in Jaialdi, including
musicians, dancers and sports. They are working on coordinating travel. Also, by March, if not
before the calls for the grants will be announced. The Day of the Diaspora will be September 8,
but the location has not been finalized. They have confirmed the Basque troupe from St. Pierre
et Miquelon as they will be there for their holidays. He will be available during the meeting if
anyone has questions.

Jean asked for discussion to create a fundraising committee to cover costs of opportunities that
we aren’t able to help with now. Alex Wray asked if 501c4 would impact fundraising as they are
not tax deductible; 501¢3 are tax deductible and this can impact ability to fundraise. Mayi is
working with Matt Etchepare in San Francisco to see about putting all of NABO under 501c3.
Valerie Arrechea suggested looking at fundraising through grants, large scale donations rather
than the smaller fundraising (raffles, bake sales of the past) and perhaps having a person from
each state on the committee who is knowledgeable of grants in their states that clubs could
reach out to. Anne Marie Etcheverria noted that fundraising under 501c4 is confusing and asked
if there were any funds already set up through the 501¢3 programs to use for travel/etc at this
point? Mayi will look back and see if there are any restrictions on funding use. Kate Camino
pointed out that we also have the option to use/apply for Nevada arts/ humanities grants as we
are incorporated in NV, even if they are traveling out of other states. Kate also noted that if we're
looking at large scale grant proposals we may want to look at hiring someone to manage those.
Ziortza Gandarias Beldarrain asked if it would be possible to make a donation/ develop an
endowment account with some of the Euskara funds. It was noted that it would need to be very
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large to make it worth it. Annie Gavica asked if there was any reason to keep 501c4 and Mayi
will look into it. Jean asked delegates to go back to clubs and come back with proposals to
create a committee and ideas for chairperson.

Ateak Ireki - see report in packet. Monique Flesher reported that registration is in full swing and
applications closed for 2025. There were 45 applicants and have chosen 35, with the rest as
backups. The committee is working on the acceptance process. Monique asked that clubs to go
back to the membership person in each club and ask them to respond promptly to Monique’s
requests for info regarding membership as all participants must be members of a NABO club in
order to be covered under insurance and participate in the program. Monique and Gina Aguerre
are working on a group medical policy to cover participants. We have been asked for the
following by the Ateak Ireki board:
e A 2-way exchange of some type. We would not have a program for them like they have,
but perhaps house regionally and pick a festival to center program as a meeting ground.
e Also looking to center something around Jaialdi, feelers out.
Get-together for past participants/hosts at Jaialdi. Jean and Monique have offered to
cook lunch for this on Thursday using the kitchen/lawn at the Basque Museum and are
proposing to have expenses covered by NABO ($500) and the participant from US and
host family would be free, and participant families would be $10/head and any of those
monies would be returned to NABO to reimburse costs.
Jean Pierre Elissetche moved to front $500 for the lunch and Patti Aramburu seconded the
motion. The motion passed. Patti thanked Monique and her helpers for putting together this
phenomenal experience for the kids. Monique thanked Gina for her help with insurance.

WWII Veteran’s Memorial Fundraising Program - see presentation and report in packet. Mayi
reported that Pedro Oiarzabal and his organization continue to load the database with additional
names and biographies and the committee is meeting every month. As of Wednesday, they
have collected $31,320 which is a good start, but not enough yet. Pedro has paid for a booth
and has submitted a paper at the International Symposium at Jaialdi. They have prepared and
submitted the 2025 budget. They have started to focus their efforts on the building of the
memorial, which they would like in a public area, and the criteria for the memorial. She reported
the current timeline for location of memorial: evaluate partner interest in May/June, selection in
July, announce location at Jaialdi. Annie asked how feedback on veteran’s searches is working
due to early concerns and Mayi reported that searches are working very well as long as you
have the exact name the veteran enlisted under. If you don’t have the exact spelling you can
reach out to Pedro and they can help. Once the memorial is completed, ownership of
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names/biographies will turn over to NABO. Please go back to clubs for donations and note that
this does fall under 501c3 and is tax deductible.

Calendar - report presented by Mary Lou Urrutia. Date form has been sent out by Kate for 2026
dates and is due by June 1. Mary Lou asked that people please send photos directly to her. She
is updating page 2 (club info/contact). Lisa Corcostegui has asked for the same info for the
website and they will work jointly on updating both. Mary Lou asked if there would be a NABO
booth at Jaialdi where we could sell calendars. Mayi said no and that the deadline had passed,
but they can be sold at the WWII memorial booth at Jaialdi and that will be discussed. Edurne
Arostegui noted that she has addresses from all the clubs from sending Euskera info and will
share with Mary Lou. Some info has been missed on this calendar and Valerie suggested a
committee or additional people looking at it and asked if anyone would like to help. Teresa Cox
offered to help with calendars. Jean offered to help with proofreading as well. It was noted by
Kate and Valerie that the form sent out is only for paper calendar. To update dates on the
website, please use the link on the website.

Mary Lou also announced that Amer Picon will be produced in Reno at Ferino Distillery starting
April 1st and that the owner’s wife is Basque. Additionally, there is a standalone bill to be
presented in the NV legislature this session to make the picon the state drink of NV.

Education Report - see report in packet. Jean presented the report as John Ysursa is absent.
During Jaialdi, they are putting together a program called Rowing Together with the organization
Zortziak Bat and they are looking for presenters. This will be posted on social media and likely
reposted in Astero. Zortziak Bat will be held early in the week of Jaialdi at Boise State.

Euskara Report- see report in packet. Report was presented by Ziortza Gandarias Beldarrain
and Edurne. Edurne noted that she is disappointed that NABO’s expectations of her are more
than are expected for the new/incoming coordinator based on the job description she updated
versus the current job description. Valerie thanked Edurne for her wonderful job in taking on,
coordinating, and developing a funding stream for this program. Edurne thanked Sonia
Castanon and noted that it’'s a collaborative project and thanked everyone for their support.
Gloria Lejardi asked for clarification on the job description. Jean clarified that the contract for the
new coordinator is based on the updated job description that Edurne has been working under
and apologized for sending out the old job description that was on the website. This has been
updated. Mayi asked that people check the website to be sure that information is up to date.
Mayi also thanked Edurne for her hard work and Edurne thanked Mayi for her help and support.
When Edurne resigned in the fall, a request was put out for a new coordinator; Mayi moved to
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accept Mikaela Goicoechea and Madalen Bieter Lete’s applications to share the coordinator
position, with Gina seconding the motion; motion passed.

Jean noted that Martin Goicoechea was honored in his hometown for his bertosolaritza and
featured on EITB and congratulated him on this honor. Also, Todor has moved back to Donosti,
Euskadi. Due to this change, his salary was returned by post and he opted to donate back to the
bertsolari program. Jean thanked him for the donation.

Bertsolari - see report in packet. Todor congratulated Mikaela and Ziortza on their new
positions as well as Martin. He then presented his report. He asked that clubs incorporate
bertsolari in their events. Martin came in 1966 and didn’t sing for over 20 years. In 1989, first
bertso txapelketa happened, but he didn’t find out after the event. The event in 1990 in boise
was cancelled due to a lack of participation and then changed to Kantari Eguna to make a
change so it wasn'’t just one winner. From then to now, you can see we have made progress.
With this new program there is lots of support in SF, with support growing in Boise as well, and
they are looking to add places. Martin thanked Jean for his support and words in his tribute and
thanked Philippe for his support, especially not knowing Basque. He also thanked Mike Bidart,
who after the San Francisco event took all the participants, at his own expense up to Boise, and
then toured the group of Bertsos all over west. He will repeat this year. This year, 9 bertsos (6
euskadi/3 US) will be coming for the San Francisco event. Since Todor has moved, they are
meeting weekly to practice. Jean said that there are very few things that exist in all provinces in
the same way and bertsolaritza is one of them. It's hard here, but we are working on keeping it
strong.

Jean announced a 15 minute coffee break and asked everyone to return at 11am.

Return @ 11:10

Bizi Emankorra -
SFBCC Bizi Emankorra nomination: Valerie presented Johnny Curuchet for award
posthumously, see attached nomination

Colorado Euskal Etxea Bizi Emankorra nomination: Mayi presented Aita Antton Eiguren for
award, see attached nomination

Cenarrusa Foundation for Basque Culture Bizi Emankorra nomination: Jean presented Gloria
Totoricaguena for award and Bob Echeverria spoke to her nomination, see attached nomination

10
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These will be voted on at the end of this meeting and presented at Jaialdi or where best for
honoree.

Facilitator & Webmaster Report - see report in packet. Kate noted that the government has
notified us that they are now ready for justification for grant, so Kate will be working on this after
the meeting. Monique asked if people needed packets and Valerie asked that the drive be titled
in order. There will be further discussion on how to handle this in the future

Dantza - see report in packet. Jaclyn asked to be notified of any changes in contacts. We have
an additional group! 18 cities with 27 groups and check with club contacts that they are getting
emails because there hasn’t been a lot of response. There is a Facebook group and an
Instagram account, please send photos and events to the link for additions.

Kantari Eguna - See report in packet. Becky reported it will be in Gardnerville on Aug 9, 2025
in conjunction with their picnic. They will be changing the program to increase engagement and
entertainment value. There will be a txistulari group coming from Euskadi and Chris will be
MCing the event. Benan asked which group was coming and we noted Hamaika, they are
touring themselves and will be at Jaialdi 2 weeks before Gardnerville

Music Report - see report in packet. Mikaela is working with Lisa to update the links as some
are broken. Working a basque essentials playlist for Spotify, otherwise no new updates.

Jean noted an update to the agenda to move the discussion re: proxies to after lunch

Pilota - see report in packet. Tony mentioned the donation link and asked that if anyone is
interested in hosting, please reach out.

Mus - see report in packet; Pierre reported 30 clubs participated in mus in 2024 with 530 teams
and asked that delegates go back to clubs and gauge interest in hosting the international
tournament in 2028. It would be the 50th anniversary. Pierre discussed a new rule for reporting
winners in hope of preventing a situation that occurred last year with a couple of teams. Jean
expressed concern about putting this in place for this year after the season has started and
without being voted on by the delegates. Pierre explained the background and noted that the
committee voted on this in December. Valerie stated that this does not need to be voted on as it
is no different than the processes putting place for Udaleku registration. Jean asked for
clarification on the rule and the reasoning. Valerie explained further. Annie asked why the

11
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deadline is one week after the tournament rather than late May. Valerie noted that the timeline
would not allow for clubs to know who previous winners were in order to know who is available
to represent their clubs. She also noted that this was unanimously voted by the committee. Jean
Pierre Etchechury commented that Fresno had understood that the club submits names at their
discretion and has concern about a one week rule and Teresa replied that clubs with later
tournaments do not always know who has won and that affects who will be representing them.
Jean Pierre stated that it's concern is regarding the language, John Lejardi confirmed that
understanding. JP asked about how it affects teams with multiple teammates. Teresa noted how
Gardnerville handles it, but understands the concern with language. Jean stated that we will try
for this year and revisit. Maureen expressed concerns that some players will not come and play
if they’ve qualified elsewhere. Valerie noted that the committee needs to be able to do the
business of the committee. Jean asked clubs to discuss and revisit this rule at Jaialdi. Pierre
said that the NABO rules do state that clubs do determine teams and this has not changed.

Broke for lunch 12:10pm
Resumed meeting at 1:50pm

Jaialdi - see report in packet. Alex Wray and Jaclyn announced for groups wanting to perform,
please fill out the provided sheet and email Alex/Lisa Achabal by Apr 1. The merch store is open
until Feb 9 (includes tees, hoodies, crewnecks, hats, etc) and will reopen in spring with different
selections, and then reopen again at Jaialdi.com. There will be 2 dance groups coming, several
bands (Neomak, Xabi Aburruzaga, Gatibu). Festera will be in the arena rather than Morrison
Center. Please talk to your dance groups to make sure they received the email invitation.
Phillippe asked if they had a schedule for the bands yet and Alex said they are still working on
the schedule. Friday-Sat night events will be in the hockey arena. They are anticipating ~35K
total and 5K capacity at the arena. Tickets will go on sale Feb 11. The NABO meeting will be on
Friday morning, likely at Leku Ona. This will also be the NABO convention.

Txerriki/Gateau Basque Contest - See report in packet. Valerie is in talks with Gardnerville to
hold there as Jaialdi is too busy. Last year gateaus sold for $40/cake and made $2100 for
Udaleku.

Udaleku - See report in packet - Valerie updated dates to June 22 (Sunday) - Jul 4, 2025. The
intent to participate will be live Mar 1 at 6pm. Each family will fill out one entry per family, names
will be put on list, and once housing is sorted, they will send out applications only to as many
people as the club can house. In order to not have large increases periodically, Valerie
suggested a cost of living increase annually. This year that would be 3.1% making the fee for

12
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2025 $515 w/ 10% sibling discount. Bob moved to accept Valerie’s proposal, JP seconded.
Motion passed. Annie asked if raising the cost a bit more than cost of living to account for other
educational programs/scholarships would be helpful. Valerie explained that keeping costs low is
a priority, but that is a good idea. Mary Lou also suggested doing an art project and selling it to
raise money. Valerie spoke to projects that have been done at other Udalekus. Jean suggested
that Bob and students make some additional makilas during Elko Udaleku for auction. In the
past, art projects have been intended for the students to take home. The makila idea will be
revisited at a later date through committee. Valerie summarized the change in scholarship
program for Grace Mainvil award. Christine asked if it would be an option to have students
eligible to have time to handwrite a justification. Sonia asked what the award was and Valerie
replied that it is a reimbursement of Udaleku registration. Sam asked if the essay was a
condition of funds or a NABO requirement. Valerie clarified that was a committee decision, not a
condition by those donating. Valerie asked for a vote on that because of the memory of Grace
and her passion. Sonia commented that a merit system doesn't necessarily speak to passion
and liked the suggestion by Christine. Mayi asked if Valerie and the committee could revisit the
process so that it would happen in person at Udaleku, to perhaps include. Valerie moves to
abandon the current format of the Grace Mainvil award and instead allow the Udaleku staff to
determine the winner at the camp following a process to be determined in committee. JP
seconded. Valerie would like to point out in full transparency, that previously the Mainvil family
was part of the selection committee and this process would take them out of the selection
process. Sam asked for clarification on if it was only for aging out students and Valerie replied
that it was a stipulation of the original donation. Jean called for a vote and the motion passed.
Tabitha spoke to her plans for this year, including options for selling personal art work and a
Zoom interview for the Grace Mainvil award. Arrival is Sunday due to change in the local rodeo
schedule. Right now, they are looking at ~40 students due to available housing. Jean pointed
out that there are additional options to allow for help with housing funding and NABO fully
supports the hosting clubs decisions.

Proxies - Jean opened the proxy discussion. Over the years there have been concerns about
how many proxies people hold. In the age of Zoom do we need proxies? Jean explained the
original reason for proxies. There will not be a vote on that today, but he wants the delegates to
go back to their clubs to discuss and revisit as any change would be a change in bylaws. He
noted that he has standardized the process, but even with that it’s hard to get proxies. Mayi read
article 3 section 6, confirming current bylaws. She thinks that with the ability to use Zoom there
should be no proxies because people should be able to give up 3 Saturdays per year. Teresa
pointed out that the convention meetings are on Fridays which can be a bit problematic.
Jeanette Goni suggested clubs designate an alternate, rather than having proxies. Mikaela
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pointed out that their club has only 2 people who can attend, so proxies would be helpful and
Mayi said the same. Sam believes that proxies are helpful and should be maintained with the
clubs rather than given to other clubs and with smaller clubs it’'s often a matter of not being able
to attend. Gloria said that as long as she’s been a NABO delegate there’s never been an issue.
Jean pointed out that there has been an issue with behind the scenes conversations
complaining about how one person holding proxies for multiple clubs can know what each club
wants. Gloria Lejardi pointed out that her proxy has been voting as requested and Mayi noted
that she is doing the same, but perhaps not everyone is doing their due diligence. Philippe
commented that he always made sure we had a quorum to not waste time and confirm that our
time is not wasted. He would spend a lot of time chasing proxies to hit quorum. He thinks
lowering the quorum would keep officers from chasing proxies.

Valerie presented SFBCC and SF Basque Club proposal to lower quorum to at least 40% of the
whole number of members (clubs) in good standing; in Article 4.8 (majority of board of directors)
change to once you have quorum, majority of delegates. Regarding proxies, one person can
hold no more than proxies for 2 member clubs at one time but can potentially hold both votes
per club. Jean asked for questions or concerns and asked each delegate to take that back to
the club. There should be a copy of the proposal in the packets. Valerie requested that email
requesting language change be sent to the clubs. Jean will send that out early this week.
Christine Citte asked if currently people can hold many club proxies and it was clarified that
there is not currently a limit on how many proxies can be held and this proposal would limit the
number of proxies. Jean noted again that this would be a bylaw change requiring a % vote.
Philippe noted that the record holder for most proxies held in one meeting is Bob Echeverria
when the articles of incorporation in Nevada needed to be restated to comply with new statutes
in the mid-1990s. He held proxies for all clubs. If anyone has further comment/proposals, please
submit before Jaialdi. A deadline was set for further proposals of May 31 in order to allow clubs
to review proposals prior to the convention.

Old Business

Jean opened old business with Bizi Emankorra approvals. Bob moved to accept all 3 Bizi
Emankorra recipients, Mayi seconded the motion. The motion passed. Jean congratulated all
the recipients.

Upcoming meetings:

Convention meeting 2025 - Friday morning at Leku Ona, times to be determined
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Fall 2025 - Reno on Nov 15, 2025 in conjunction with San Martin Dinner with the location to be
determined

Jean Pierre and Valerie proposed to host the 2029 convention hosted by San Francisco in honor
of the 50th anniversary of the Fort Mason Festival.

Jean Pierre Etchechury said Fresno would like to host in Fall 2029. Mayi asked if Fresno would
like 2028 if Denver is unable to host and Jean Pierre said yes. Mayi will let him know soon.

Mick Camino stated that the 2027 Convention in Buffalo is still a go.

Gina Aguerre stated that Dom Etcheberria is working on the 2026 Convention for the Southern
California Basque Club. They’ll have more information in a few weeks as they are working with
Chino on that.

New Business:
Announcements -

Anne Marie Etchevarria noted that the BEO Basque Cultural Day is generally in October, but the
date is pending as they are working to bring Basque National Symphony (via livestream) to the
US. This will potentially be a one day event live streamed from Euskadi. Anne Marie asked
clubs to send her an email stating if interested to DOCHP DUbH# EDVTXHHGXFDUWRCODCARUL She
hopes to have more information in the next couple of weeks and will share information as soon
as she has it.

Jean congratulated BEO on a great job on the 2nd edition of their book and Annemarie thanked
everyone for their help and stated what an important project it is. They are looking to continue
telling this story in upcoming editions as their goal is to have a page for every woman in the
Basque community.

Philippe spoke about the Bulego tour coming up. They’ll be performing in San Francisco, Chino,
Bakersfield, and Boise at the Treefort Music Festival. Please see the flyer in the packet for dates
and QR code. The San Francisco event will be on the same day as the Bertsolari event.
Bertsolari will be at noon with Bulego in the evening on 22 Mar 2025.

15


mailto:annamarie@basqueeducational.org

The North American Basque Organizations, Inc.

A Nevada Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation

Winter Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes - DRAFT - Salt Lake City, UT and
Zoom, Saturday, Feb 1

Annie Gavica said that the Basque Museum is hiring two educational staff members so please
share with your organizations. Some people have been contacted by Patti Miller regarding
people in the community who would be interested in telling their family immigrant story. If
interested, please reach out to Annie. Mayi commented how thankful she was for the video of
the interview of her mom that was shared by the museum with her.

Bob withdrew motion from the last meeting to reduce the number of meetings.

Jean announced that he’s been trying to expand our social media reach, but doesn’t create
content, he just shares it as he sees it. Please let him know if there’s anything you want him to
share. You can either send it to him directly or post it and tag him. This includes Basque owned

businesses, we need to support our Basque businesses and restaurants to keep them going.

Jean is going to try to go page by page through the NABO website to see what’s up-to-date to
clean things up and is asking that people respond to his requests to help with that.

Bob moved to adjourn. JP seconded. Jean adjourned meeting at 3:20pm
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